March 8, 2026 — Questions to Discuss and Consider at Home or in Small Group

“The Secret of the Soils” — Mark 4:1-20

We talked about the story of John Mark abandoning Paul and Barnabas under pressure (Acts 13), only
to be restored later. How does knowing that the author of this Gospel had his own season of being
""choked by the thorns' change the way you read his Parable of the Soils?

In Mark 4:18-19, Jesus identifies the thorns as the wotries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the
desires for other things. Which of these three do you find most prominent in our local culture, and
which one tends to wrap around your own heart the most?

We talked about the human instinct to "fertilize our thorns"—trying to manage our crises and anxieties
by using our money, our networks, or our exhausting effort to fix things. What does "fertilizing the
thorns' look like in your own life when things feel out of control?

It is exhausting to play the role of having the "good life"" which often leads to “prodigal son" escapes
(numbing ourselves with indulgences or secret sins). How have you experienced or witnessed this cycle
of performing and escaping?

When a crisis hits (a bad grade, a missed promotion, a health issue), our flesh often reacts as if we are
spiritual orphans, entirely on our own to fix the deficit. Why is our default setting so often to believe that
God is either punishing us or simply doesn't care?



6.

10.

In verse 11, Jesus says, ""To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God." How does
understanding that our "insider" status is a pure gift of grace—rather than the result of our excellent
soil-management skills—bring relief to a weary heart?

Give scriptural examples of Jesus as the "perfect soil" who faced the scorching heat and thorns of this
world but perfectly obeyed the Father in our place. How does viewing Jesus as your perfect substitute
change the way you respond to your own spiritual failures?

We contrasted the ""Old Way" of isolating ourselves with the ""New Way" of grieving our real losses but
bringing our "bottles of tears" directly to the Vinedresser. What is a specific disappointment or anxiety
you need to bring to Christ this week instead of trying to manage it alone?

The good soil produces a miraculous crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundredfold (Mark 4:20).
In a culture that demands 100% success, why is it so important to remember that any yield (even what
appears uneven over time) is a miraculous work of the Spirit and evidence that you belong to Him?

Instead of forcing spiritual growth, the New Way calls us to look to Christ and put ourselves in "windy
places' (hearing the Word, prayer, community) so the Spirit can blow on us. What is one practical way
you can position yourself in a "windy place' this week to receive God's grace?



